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Spring? 
The temps are slowly warming up and this weekend we might 
actually see 50 degrees. It’s time to bring your lipos out of storage 
and start going over your planes and helicopters. Don’t forget to 
replace your old fuel lines and check all servos and wire 
connections. !

I don’t know about you guys, but it seems to be one of the longest 
winters, with harsh cold and off and on snow. We have had a few 
breaks with indoor flying helping to fix the itch to fly. The club 
has one more indoor fun fly coming up March 15th. This event 
will be held at Our Lady Immaculate Heart Church in Ankeny. 
We will also be holding the annual swap meet at the same time. 
This is a great event to move some of that old gear or find 
something new for the season. Also a great time to hangout with 
your flying buddies and enjoy some indoor flying. Our April 
meeting will be held out at the field-OUTSIDE!!!#

See you at the field, Duane 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Upcoming Events 

!
Indoor Fly / Swap Meet  

March 15th  8AM - 5PM 

Our Lady Immaculate Heart 
Church 

510 E First St  Ankeny, IA 

!
Club Meeting 

March 15th  1PM 

Our Lady Immaculate Heart 
Church 

510 E First St  Ankeny, IA 

!
Club Meeting 

April 1st 

West Field 

!
Toledo RC Show 

April 4th, 5th, & 6th 

Toledo, Ohio 

!

PLANE TALK NEWS 
Des Moines Modelaires

http://www.desmoinesmodelaires.com
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The Des Moines Modelaires  Micro-Electric Indoor Fun Fly / Swap Meet / 
Membership Meeting is only one week away.  Please make plans to attend this 
exciting event!  Even if you don’t plan to fly you will get to hang out with some 
friends and maybe even find something on a swap table that you “just had to 
have”!  ! !

Non flying family and friends are more than welcome to join us.!!
What:!

Micro-Electric Fun Fly / Swap Meet / Membership Meeting!
Fly anything under 12 ounces!!

! •! Airplanes, Helicopters, Quadcopters – if it can fly, and weighs under 12 ounces, bring it and fly it!             
When:!

Saturday March 15, 2014!
10:00am to 5:00pm!
1:00pm – We will hold a short membership meeting. There will be no flying during the meeting.  !

Where:!
Our Lady’s Immaculate Heart Church!
510 East First Street!
Ankeny, IA!

Cost:!
Zero!  That’s right, there will be no charge to fly, swap, or just watch!  No charges at all! So why not 
come out and enjoy this event?!

Safety:!
! •! To provide a fun and safe event there will be 5 or 6 flying              

stations set up limiting us to 5 or 6 fliers at any one time (just 
like at our flying fields)!

	

 •	

 To minimize midair collisions there will be several             
short time intervals during the event when only 
airplanes can fly and times when only Helicopters / 
Quadcopters can fly.  These times will be “called out” 
based on how the event is going.!

Details:!
This event is for current 2014 Des Moines 
Modelaires club members only!

! •! Please bring, and display, your current 2014 club membership ID              
card as you would at our club fields!

	

 •	

 All non-member children, who want to fly, must be             
closely supervised at all times by an adult club member!

! •! There will be no formal swap meet time.  Setup and sell any time              
during the event.!

	

 •	

 There will be no concessions provided so “Bring your             
own food and drink”!

Directions:!
! •! Exit 92 on I-35.  Go west on 1st street.  The church is on the North              

side of the street.  Enter at the doors on the West side of the 
building. 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NTSB judge rules FAA ban on commercial UAS/Drones 
unenforceable	

 !
In a ruling late Thursday, 3/6, NTSB Administrative Law Judge Patrick Geraghty ruled that the FAA policy 
banning the commercial operation of unmanned aircraft is “non-binding”, hence unenforceable. The judge 
found that the policy wasn’t written as part of a formal rulemaking process and the FAA hadn’t complied with 
the requirements of the Administrative Procedures Act. The FAA policy was published in the Federal Register 
in 2007 and has effectively banned the operation of commercial and public use UAS in the national airspace 
over the past seven years.	



This finding came as part of the judge ‘s ruling on attorney Brendan Schulman’s motion to dismiss FAA’s 
Order of Assessment against Raphael Pirker, aka “Trappy”. Mr. Pirker was fined $10,000 by the FAA under 14 
CFR 91.13 for allegedly operating an aircraft in a careless and reckless manner while flying a UAS through the 
University of Virginia campus in Charlottesville, Virginia.	



This ruling effectively lifts the ban on the commercial operation of small unmanned aircraft, those aircraft that 
would otherwise meet the description of a model aircraft.	



It’s a bit too soon to say how the FAA will respond to the ruling, or what this means to the UAS community. 
But, by all accounts, this is a game changer.	



!
AMA releases statement: NTSB ruling – FAA v. Pirker	


M U N C I E, IN March 7, 2014 –Bob Brown, president of the Academy of Model Aeronautics, released the 
following statement in response to the National Transportation Safety Board’s Administrative Law Judge’s 
decision to uphold the motion to dismiss in the FAA v. Pirker Order of Assessment case.	



“We are carefully reviewing the decision and the judge’s findings. Though the ruling deals primarily with 
administrative procedures, the safe operation of unmanned aircraft, be it for commercial or recreational 
purposes, is the primary concern. The members of the Academy of Model Aeronautics have operated 
unmanned aircraft (model aircraft) in the national airspace for decades and have set the example for operating 
small unmanned aircraft systems (sUAS) in a safe and harmonious fashion.”	



“This current situation underscores the immediate need for programing to support and govern this activity. The 
Academy stands ready to lend its expertise and to assist the FAA in developing a safety structure that will 
enable and allow all sUAS to operate safely and responsibly in the national airspace.”	



The Academy of Model Aeronautics has been the nation’s collective voice for approximately 164,000 modelers 
in 2,400 clubs in every state and Puerto Rico since 1936. A nonprofit association headquartered in Muncie IN, 
AMA sanctions more than 2,000 events and competitions each year under the auspices of the National 
Aeronautic Association.	



Contact: Rich Hanson	



765-287-1256, ext. 271	



richh@modelaircraft.org	



Follow this story on the AMA’s Blog http://amablog.modelaircraft.org  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Club Trainers 

Jerry Proudfit 987-1937 Airplane

Joe Pitts 360-4471 Airplane

Jim Lewis 289-1144 Airplane

Darwin Chapman 964-8872 Airplane

Duane Vierling 239-0924 Airplane/Helicopter

Tim Nissen 964-9307 Airplane

Doug Griffith 480-1585 Airplane

Kelly Brown 494-4884 Helicopter
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Club Officers

President Duane Vierling 
dwvierling@gmail.com

515-238-0924

Vice President John Faust

Secretary Keith Page 
Pathfinder_Page@msn.com

515-210-8953

Treasure Jim Lewis 
clone2tb@gmail.com

515-289-1144

2014 Board

LaVerne Sanders

Dennis Roy

Ed Niles

Bruse Parmelle

Bill Garrett

Alan Annear

Newsleter Duane Vierling 
dwvierling@gmail.com

Membership Jim Lewis 515-289-1144

clone2tb@gmail.com 1479 NW 71st PL 
Ankeny IA 50021
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MODELAIRES  MEMBERSHIP  2014 APPLICATION

NAME _____________________________________________     PHONE _____________________
STREET ADDRESS__________________________________________________________________

CITY _____________________STATE____________  ZIP____________  AMA NO._____________

IF YOU GO SOMEWHERE ELSE FOR PART OF THE YEAR, GIVE OTHER ADDRESS ON THE BACK AND MONTHS YOU 
WISH THE NEWSLETTER MAILED TO THAT ADDRESS.

DO YOU HAVE AN EMAIL ADDRESS?  PLEASE PROVIDE TO GET YOUR NEWSLETTER AND CLUB 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  __________________________________________  

IF YOU DO NOT HAVE EMAIL, WE WILL SEND YOUR NEWSLETTER LAND MAIL
MAY WE SHARE YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION WITH THE MEMBERSHIP?  YES ____   NO ____

YOUR AGE__________ YOUR BIRTH DATE, PLEASE   MO.______DAY_____ YEAR_________

1.  FLYING MEMBERS: NEED AN AMA MEMBERSHIP AND MODELAIRE MEMBERSHIP.  CAN FLY AT OUR FIELDS, VOTE AND BE 
AN OFFICER, TAKE PART IN ALL OUR ACTIVITIES, RECEIVE OUR NEWSLETTER.

2. SUPPORTING MEMBERSHIP: (NON-FLYING, CAN VOTE, CANNOT BE AN OFFICER)  NO AMA REQUIRED, NEED ONLY 
MODELAIRE MEMBERSHIP.  MAY TAKE PART IN ALL OTHER ACTIVITIES, RECEIVE OUR NEWSLETTER.

DUES: ADULT (19 & OVER) $75, SPOUSE $20.  YOUTH (18 & UNDER) $5.  ADULT PARK FLYER $30.  ADULT FAMILY $100.   AFTER 
JULY 31, DUES ARE $40 FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE YEAR.  DUES  COVER JANUARY 1, 2014 TO DECEMBER 31, 2014. 

SEND TO: Jim Lewis 1479 NW 71st Pl. Ankeny, Iowa 50023.  EMAIL:  CLONE2TB@GMAIL.COM     PHONE: 515-314-7904

MAKE CHECKS TO:  DES MOINES MODELAIRES   **INCLUDE A PHOTOCOPY OF YOUR 2014 AMA CARD or AMA RECEIPT**

West Field

EPJ Field
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